Operative balloon dilatation of fibromuscular dysplasia of the internal carotid artery: two case reports.
Two cases of symptomatic fibromuscular dysplasia of the internal carotid artery treated with intraoperative balloon-dilatation and semi-rigid metal dilators are presented. Fibromuscular dysplasia (FMD) is a segmental, non atheromatous disease of small and medium sized arteries. Mainly the renal arteries are affected. Involvement of the internal carotid artery is more frequently, than generally appreciated, associated with definite cerebrovascular symptomatology. Symptomatic FMD of the internal carotid artery requires surgical treatment. Histological findings, pathogenesis, clinical manifestations, diagnosis and therapeutic modalities are discussed.